
  

Town of Shandaken 

County of Ulster 

State of New York 

 

The Town of Shandaken Town Board conducted a Regular Monthly Meeting on 

Monday May 2nd, 2022 at 7pm. Shandaken Town Hall. 7209 Rt. 28  Shandaken, NY 

 

Call to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call 

 

Members Present   Peter DiSclafani – Supervisor 

Kevin VanBlarcum  - Board Member   

     Kyle Steen – Board Member 

     Elizabeth Kneissl – Board Member 

     Robert Drake – Board Member 

 

Recording Secretary   Joyce Grant - Town Clerk 
 

On a Disclafani/Vanblarcum motion the Town Board unanimously approved the 

minutes of the previous meeting as submitted by the Town Clerk.  
 

 
1. Call to Order 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Roll Call 

4. Approval of previous T/B Meeting Minutes 

5. Supervisor’s Financial Report 

6. Communications   

7. Onteora Central School Budget Presentation 

8. Committee Reports 

a. Ambulance 

b. Building/Zoning 

c. Police 

d. Phoenicia Water  

e. Pine Hill Water 

f. Museum 

9. Public Comments on Resolutions 

10. Motions:  

11. Resolutions:  

                     68. Pay All Bills 

  69. Local Law #2-2022 STR – No Environmental Adverse Effects 

  70. Local Law #2-2022 STR – Short Term Rental Law 

  71. Local Law #2-2022 STR – Fee Schedule 

  72. Appoint Marriage Officer – Ricarda O’Connor 

  73. Hire Zoning Enforcement Officer – Grace Grant 

                     74. Pine Hill Stormwater Engineering 

            75. Shandaken Cemetery Board Members 

Open Public Comment 

Town of Shandaken Town Board  

Regular Monthly Meeting Agenda 

Monday, May 2, 2022 – 7pm 



  

Meeting Adjournment -IN MEMORY OF  - Robert G. Cross – Cheryl Bender - Chandra          

Lencina – Frank Rauchut 

 

Onteora Central School District - presentation on the upcoming School Budget.  

 

Museum Board Members Chandra Valianti & Izaak Schwaiger offered a donation to pay for power 

washing & painting of the Shandaken Historical Museum.   On a Disclafani/Vanblarcum motion 

the Town Board voted to allow Joe Ryan of Pine Hill, to do the project, at no cost to the Town. 

 

Discussions were held on resolutions pertaining to the STR Law. The Town Bd. decided to Table 

resolutions 69, 70 & 71. The board unanimously voted to have another STR Workshop Meeting 

next Tuesday May 10th at 6:30 pm. The Town Board has also called for a Public Hearing, to be held 

prior to their next regular meeting on Monday June 6th at 6:30 pm.  

 

Open Public Comment – Howard McGowan spoke to the Board about his resignation as Building 

Inspector in September of 2021.  

 

 
 

 



  

 

 



  

SHANDAKEN HISTORICAL MUSEUM”S REPORT FOR APRIL 2022 
Visitor numbers are slowly picking up, I have more requests through emails and Facebook 
than ever before.  
I am happy to announce our newest board member is Chandra Valianti. She and Izaak 
Schwaiger are Pine Hill residents, a couple of years ago they acquired the former home of 
Arthur Brisbane. Izaak Schwaiger has become an immediate advocate for Pine Hill and 
among the improvements to this hamlet he has generously offered a donation to the 
Shandaken Historical Museum which is to paint the exterior of the museum building. This 
is also a donation to our town as it belongs to the town. I and my board are extremely 
grateful to them both. 
We are working closely with John Michellotti comprising a list of properties for the metal 
detection group known as the “ Noreasters “ to come to Shandaken and hold their history 
hunting event. We’re still looking for a few more locations. Please if anyone would like to 
support their local museum this is an easy way to help us out. For more information call 
845-254-4460 or email us at shandakenmuseum@gmail.com. 
Vinnie Sorbellini will be here this week to continue the list of repairs that was approved 
by the town supervisor. We at the museum would like to thank town supervisor Peter 
DiSclafani, and the town council for continuing the much-needed repairs and 
improvements to the building. 
                               Thank you for your support, 
                                         Kathleen Myers\Director\Historian 
 

RESOLUTION #68-22                            OFFERED BY: VANBLARCUM 

 

RESOLUTION TO PAY ALL BILLS 

 

WHEREAS, The Department of Audit and Control require Town Boards to sign and inspect all 

vouchers coming into the town for payment, to number and total amounts from each fund.  

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize the following vouchers paid:  

 

General       $  202,262.20 

Highway            142,274.22 

Phoenicia Water          8,090.99 

Pine Hill Water             2,744.54   

Phoenicia Lights      Pd. Bi-Monthly 

Chichester Lights    Pd. Bi-Monthly          

Pine Hill Lights         Pd. Bi-Monthly          

    ------------------ 

     $ 377,466.95  

          

AND MOVES ITS ADOPTION 

Seconded by: DRAKE 

       ROLL CALL 

      AYES  NAYS 

 

BOARD MEMBER  DRAKE            __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  KNEISSL  __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  STEEN   __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  VAN BLARCUM __X___    _____ 

 

SUPERVISOR  DISCLAFANI  __X___                 _____ 

 

RESOLUTION #69-2022           OFFERED BY:  

 

TABLED 

mailto:shandakenmuseum@gmail.com


  

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF SHANDAKEN 

DETERMINING THAT THERE ARE NO ADVERSE IMPACTS ON THE 

ENVIRONMENT FOR LOCAL LAW #2-2022 SHORT TERM RENTAL LAW  

  

 WHEREAS, the Town Board is looking to adopt Local Law #2-2022 – Short Term 

Rental Law 

 

 WHEREAS, the possible environmental impacts of the approval of the Short Term 

Rental Law, have been considered by the Town Board; 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board has determined 

that the approval of Local Law #2 of 2022, Short Term Rental Law, will not have 

significant adverse impacts on the environment; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorizes the Supervisor to 

take such further steps as might be necessary to discharge the Board’s responsibility as 

lead agency for this action including, but not limited to, the issuance of a negative 

declaration consistent with this resolution. 

 

RESOLUTION #70-2022    OFFERED BY:  

 

TABLED 

Resolution Local Law 2-2022 Short Term Rental Law 

 

     WHEREAS, an introductory Local Law #2 of 2022, entitled “Short-Term Rentals,” was 

introduced before the Town Board of the Town of Shandaken on March 21, 2022, and upon 

notice duly published and posted, a public hearing was held on April 4, 2022, before the 

Town Board, and  

 

     WHEREAS, public discussion was heard at such hearing concerning the merits and 

environmental significance of said introductory local law, 

 

     BE IT RESOLVED, that the adoption of the introductory Local Law entitled “Short-

Term Rentals” is a SEQR Unlisted action and is determined not to have a significant effect 

on the environment.  

 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the introductory Local Law entitled “Short-Term 

Rentals” of the Town of Shandaken be and hereby is adopted as Local Law # 2 of 2022 of 

the Town of Shandaken on May 2nd, 2022.   

 

RESOLUTION #71-2022     OFFERED BY:  

TABLED 

RESOLUTION 

TOWN OF SHANDAKEN TOWN BOARD 

ESTABLISHMENT OF FEES REGARDING SHORT-TERM RENTALS 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the Town’s Short-Term Rentals Local Law authorizes the Town Board, 

by resolution, to establish related fees and to amend those fees from time to time. 

          THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED that the following application and license fees are 

established: 

 

Short-Term Rentals Fees 



  

One-time Application 

$150 non-refundable 

Annual License  

Primary Owner - 1 bedroom $300.00   

Each additional bedroom:     $150.00 

 

Secondary Owner -1 bedroom:   $400.00  

Each additional bedroom:     $200.00 

 

Non-Resident Owner - 1 bedroom:   $500.00 

Each additional bedroom:     $250.00 

 

RESOLUTION #72-2022    OFFERED BY: KNEISSL 

   
   MARRIAGE OFFICER – RICARDA O’CONNOR 

 

 WHEREAS,  Pursuant to New York State Domestic Relations Law, the Governing Body of a 

municipality has the right to appoint Marriage Officer who shall have the authority to solemnize a 

marriage within the territorial jurisdiction of such municipality, and which marriage shall be valid if 

performed in accordance with other provisions of law, and 

 

 WHEREAS,  According to said Law, the Marriage Officer appointment is valid for a period of 

four (4) years, and Officer shall receive no salary or wage, and is authorized to accept and keep up to 

seventy-five ($75.00) dollars for each marriage that he or she officiates, to be paid by or on behalf of the 

persons married.  

 

 WHEREAS,  RICARDA O’CONNER, a resident of the Town of Shandaken, has requested the 

Town Board to  re-appoint her to the position of Marriage Officer for the period of four (4) years or until 

such time as her appointment is withdrawn pursuant to Domestic Relations Law 11-c, whichever comes 

first.  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that RICARDA O’CONNOR be appointed Town 

of Shandaken Marriage Officer – This resolution shall take effect immediately.  Appointment Expires 

May1, 2026.  

 
AND MOVES ITS ADOPTION 

Seconded by: DISCLAFANI 

       ROLL CALL 

      AYES  NAYS 

 

BOARD MEMBER  DRAKE            __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  KNEISSL  __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  STEEN   __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  VAN BLARCUM __X___    _____ 

 

SUPERVISOR  DISCLAFANI  __X___                 _____ 

 
 
RESOLUTION #73-2022      OFFERED BY: DISCLAFANI 

 

ZONING ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 

 

WHEREAS, under §20 of the Town Law, the Town Board shall designate all appointed officers and 

employees of the Town; 

 



  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the following personnel be appointed as Shandaken Zoning 

Enforcement Officer – GRACE GRANT - $350 per week, not to exceed $12.000.00 for the 2022 fiscal 

year.  

 

AND MOVES ITS ADOPTION 

 

Seconded by:  DRAKE 

       ROLL CALL 

      AYES  NAYS 

 

BOARD MEMBER  DRAKE            __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  KNEISSL  __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  STEEN   __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  VAN BLARCUM __X___    _____ 

 

SUPERVISOR  DISCLAFANI  __X___                 _____ 
 

 
RESOLUTION #74-2022      OFFERED BY: DRAKE 

 

PINE HILL STORMWATER ENGINEERING  

      

Whereas, the Town of Shandaken hamlet of Pine Hill experiences frequent, localized 

street flooding from stormwater runoff along Main Street. 

 

     Whereas, this flooding impacts the residential and commercial areas and causes 

erosion and transports eroded material into Birch Creek and its tributaries.  

 

     Whereas, in 2007 and 2017, The Town of Shandaken initiated a stormwater retrofit 

project to address these issues and retained SLR Engineering, (formerly known as Milone 

& MacBroom, Inc.) to develop design plans for stormwater improvement.  

 

      Therefore, Be It Resolved, The Town has determined, it would like to continue 

working with SLR to move this project forward, and the Town Board hereby approves of 

the Supervisor to enter into any contracts with SLR Engineering, to develop a Pine Hill 

Stormwater Feasibility Study.  

 

Therefore, Be It Further Resolved, The Town Board authorize the Supervisor to spend 

no more than $8,000.00 for engineering of parcel, SBL: 4.46-4-30 as a suitable treatment 

area for stormwater infrastructure pending agreement contract with parcel owner. 

 
AND MOVES ITS ADOPTION 

 

Seconded by: STEEN 

       ROLL CALL 

      AYES  NAYS 

 

BOARD MEMBER  DRAKE            __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  KNEISSL  __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  STEEN   __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  VAN BLARCUM __X___    _____ 

 

SUPERVISOR  DISCLAFANI  __X___                 _____ 



  
RESOLUTION #75-2022      OFFERED BY: STEEN 

 

                                  Appoint Volunteer Cemetery Board Members 

 

       WHEREAS, The Town Board of the Town of Shandaken recognizes there are 

many (29) cemeteries within the Town of Shandaken that are considered abandoned 

and in need of maintenance and clean up on a regular basis.  

 

       WHEREAS, Pursuant to §165 of the NYS Cemetery Board Law, a municipality 

is authorized and empowered to establish volunteer cemetery maintenance and 

cleanup programs, to maintain abandoned cemeteries contained with their 

municipality.  

 

       WHEREAS, Pursuant to §20 of Town law, it is the duty of the Town Board to 

appoint all Boards and Commissions. 

 

THEREFORE, Be It Resolved, that the Town Board of the Town of Shandaken 

hereby appoint as Volunteer Cemetery Board Members: Ken Herdman, Teresa 

Grant, Carl Peterson, Brian Grant & Barbara Lumbaca.  

 

Be it Further Resolved that the Town of Shandaken re-appoints Joyce Grant as 

Sexton of the Shandaken Rural Cemetery and  will continue to observe the Laws, 

Rules and Regulations as stated in section 1507 of the NYS Cemetery Board. 

 
AND MOVES ITS ADOPTION 

 

Seconded by: VANBLARCUM 

       ROLL CALL 

      AYES  NAYS 

 

BOARD MEMBER  DRAKE            __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  KNEISSL  __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  STEEN   __X___    _____ 

 

BOARD MEMBER  VAN BLARCUM __X___    _____ 

 

SUPERVISOR  DISCLAFANI  __X___                 _____ 

 

ON A STEEN/DRAKE MOTION, THE TOWN BOARD ADJOURNED AT 8:35 

 

 

Signed this 3rd day of May, 2022 

 

 

___________________________ 

Joyce Grant, Town Clerk 


